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Who We Are

American Oversight is a nonpartisan watchdog dedicated to advancing truth, accountability, and
democracy by enforcing the public’s right to government records. Since our founding in 2017, we
have uncovered and published tens of thousands of documents from federal, state, and local
agencies, providing critical evidence that has supported congressional investigations, investigative
journalism, and independent actions by partner organizations. With a focus on countering attacks on
democratic institutions, preventing abuses of power, protecting civil rights, and fighting against the
erosion of government transparency, our team of more than 30 lawyers, researchers, and advocates
works tirelessly to expose misconduct and hold leaders accountable. Through our online document
library, we have shared more than one million pages of records, equipping the public and our
partners with the tools needed to shine a light on abuses of power and threats to democracy.
Looking ahead, we will continue to challenge unlawful efforts to undermine federal transparency
laws, including the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), and access to public records and to fight the
current administration’s attempts to evade transparency.

Leveraging Public Records for Accountability Since 2017

Our work at the federal, state, and local levels since 2017 has been far-reaching. From exposing
abuses of power in the Trump administration to fighting election denialism and combating efforts
to weaken public records laws, American Oversight has played a critical role in ensuring
transparency remains a tool for justice and accountability. Below are just a few examples of how our
public records work has shaped the public’s understanding of government misconduct and helped
drive meaningful consequences.

Exposing Trump Administration Corruption and Abuse of Power

In 2019 and early 2020, American Oversight played a critical role in uncovering key evidence
during the prior Trump administration, including exposing Rudy Giuliani's communications with
then-Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and the White House in the lead-up to the Trump-
sanctioned pressure campaign on the Ukrainian government, as well as records confirming that

the direction to withhold congressionally approved military aid came from the president.
Documents obtained through our lawsuits shed light on attempts to smear then-Ambassador to
Ukraine Marie Yovanovitch, which informed public understanding of the corrupt scheme and
demonstrated the administration's unprecedented obstruction of congressional oversight. These
records were later cited by Congress during Trump’s first impeachment. American Oversight also
uncovered records that raised significant concerns about the impartiality of the Justice
Department under Attorney General William Barr.
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https://americanoversight.org/state-department-releases-ukraine-documents-to-american-oversight/
https://americanoversight.org/final-decision-rests-with-potus/
https://americanoversight.org/newly-unearthed-documents-show-multiple-meetings-between-giuliani-and-barr-and-gowdy-in-2019/

Fighting Election Denial Through Transparency and Accountability

In 2021, American Oversight obtained copies of phony electoral certificates from seven states
— Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, New Mexico, Nevada, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin — that Trump
supporters submitted to Congress as part of the failed attempt to overturn the results of the
2020 election. Revelations about the scheme led to criminal charges in Wisconsin, Nevada,
Georgia, and Michigan, and American Oversight has continued to use public records to expose
the network of activists and politicians working to undermine trust in our elections and

democracy as a way. to restrict voting rights.

Combating Efforts to Undermine Public Records Laws and Practices
In 2022, American Oversight uncovered that the Department of Defense and the Army had
wiped the phones of certain former senior Trump administration officials, including former

acting Defense Secretary Chris Miller and former Army Secretary Ryan McCarthy, resulting in
the loss of any text messages from the day of the January 6 insurrection. Within days, the
Pentagon publicly announced a new policy regarding the preservation of text messages and
other information stored on mobile devices. The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) also
announced it would stop wiping the phones of high-level officials without backing them up,

and would launch a review of its record retainment practices. Our work has also exposed
failures in record-keeping_practices in key_states, affirming the public’s right to government

documents and the importance of record retention laws.
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https://americanoversight.org/american-oversight-obtains-seven-phony-certificates-of-pro-trump-electors/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2024/06/04/wisconsin-kaul-charges-former-trump-associates-in-fake-elector-scheme/73969528007/
https://americanoversight.org/threats-to-democracy/
https://americanoversight.org/threats-to-democracy/
https://americanoversight.org/resource/the-campaign-to-dismantle-eric/
https://americanoversight.org/defense-department-and-army-failed-to-preserve-jan-6-text-messages/
https://www.americanoversight.org/defense-department-and-army-failed-to-preserve-jan-6-text-messages
https://www.cnn.com/2022/08/04/politics/homeland-security-secret-service-phones/index.html
https://americanoversight.org/american-oversight-settles-lawsuit-against-cochise-county-after-forcing-release-of-public-records-related-to-election-administration/
https://americanoversight.org/american-oversight-wisconsin-office-of-special-counsel-settle-lawsuit-over-document-retention-policies/

2024 American Oversight
Impact Highlights

In 2024, we expanded our efforts to combat abuses of power, shore up democratic institutions,
and fight for transparency. We worked closely with more than 120 partners at the national, state,
and local levels to uncover documents that could inform the American public and support the
advocacy of progressive organizations fighting election subversion, abuses of power, and attacks
on civil rights and liberties.

Combating Attacks on Election Administration and Voting Rights

In 2024, American Oversight submitted hundreds of records requests across multiple states
regarding election administration and potential election subversion activities. Our documents
revealed the vast, coordinated network of individual activists, organizations, and politicians working
to undermine election administration and cast doubt on voting security. We closely collaborated with
national and state partners to craft targeted requests and share relevant documents, with American
Oversight becoming a go-to resource for voting rights advocates and organizations seeking the latest
information on nationwide election subversion actors, networks, and activities.

In the States

Arizona: Success in Cochise County G

In Cochise County, Ariz., American Oversight filed suit in early 2024 after the county delayed for
more than a year the release of records related to hand-count procedures. Our lawsuit exposed
coordination between County Supervisors Peggy Judd and Tom Crosby — who were both indicted
for delaying the certification of the 2022 election results — and members of the Arizona
legislature who were involved in election denial and efforts like the sham audit of Maricopa
County’s 2020 election. When the county admitted to failing to preserve communications during a
deposition, we forced them to conduct a forensic audit of their phones, which uncovered critical
evidence. Judd and Crosby subsequently invoked the Fifth Amendment during their depositions in
our lawsuit, with American Oversight challenging their refusals to testify. The insights gained
from our Cochise County litigation, which was settled in late 2024, was a key part of our broader
campaign to ensure the preservation of election-related records in states across the country.
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Fighting for Transparency in Geor

We worked closely with key partners like ALl Voting is Local to counter election subversion in
Georgia. In the months leading up to the 2024 election, the Georgia State Election Board’s (SEB)
far-right, Trump-aligned majority — whom Trump referred to as his “pit bulls” — drew scrutiny
for its efforts to undermine trust in the vote and avoid public accountability. In July, the three
members of that majority held a meeting in violation of Georgia’s Open Meetings Act, during
which they tried to advance controversial new rules. After we sued, the board withdrew its
problematic rules, later reintroducing them during a properly noticed meeting — but one held
less than three months before the election. Our timely litigation resulted in subsequent court
rulings that found that election rule changes could not be implemented that close to the
election. After learning that two of the ultraconservative board members had systematically
obstructed requests by using private email accounts for business and refusing to adequately
search for or produce records, we filed additional requests and subsequently sued the SEB and
one of its members, Janice Johnston, while calling on the Georgia inspector general, attorney
general, and other state officials to open an investigation into the SEB’s violations of the law.

Advancing Accountability in Marylan%

In advance of the 2024 election, as part of an effort to undermine the election and purge voters
from the rolls, right-wing activists sued numerous states, alleging that their voter rolls were
inaccurate and improperly maintained. Maryland was the first state sued by the fringe election
denial group United Sovereign Americans. American Oversight submitted requests to the
Maryland State Board of Elections for officials’ communications and discovered board members
had an extensive relationship with the plaintiffs, persisting even after the group had sued. After

the records were reported on by the Baltimore Banner, the board changed its bylaws to restrict
communications with groups in active litigation against election officials, curbing the influence
of election denial activists.

AMERICAN OVERSIGHT
2024 IMPACT REPORT | 4


https://www.thebaltimorebanner.com/politics-power/state-government/election-board-emails-lawsuit-TGZ4FTN62NFBZN46R7U2BVG4VI/
https://marylandmatters.org/2024/10/24/bylaw-change-bars-elections-board-members-from-communicating-with-litigants/

Championing Election Administration Improvements in Wisconsin @

Wisconsin partners — including All Voting is Local Wisconsin, Common Cause, the League of
Women Voters, and the ACLU — raised concerns about the canvass process, emphasizing the need
for more information to allocate election protection resources effectively. They also sought a
clearer understanding of how public information on canvassing was being handled across states.
In response, they called on American Oversight to submit records requests to all 72 counties to
obtain critical details about county canvasses, a key step in election certification. To address
persistent challenges in tracking this process, the collected data was compiled into a
comprehensive database, equipping partners with the ability to anticipate and respond to
potential post-election canvass disruptions. As a direct result of this work, the Wisconsin Elections
Commission issued clarifying guidance to administrators on posting essential canvass
information, ensuring greater transparency and accessibility.

Providing Information and Technical Assistance to Advocates

* In North Carolina, we supported partner organizations by submitting records requests on
partisan poll monitors and election judges to help inform on-the-ground election protection.
We also shared key records and information on election deniers like Jim Womack —
information that was used by the Southern Coalition for Social Justice in depositions as part of
the organization’s voting rights litigation.

* We met with the ACLU’s Voting Rights Project to provide information and documentation on
the Election Integrity Network’s mobilizations in Ohio and to support their records requests on
related voter removals in all 88 Ohio counties to support their election protection efforts.

e We provided key support and technical review of a voter challenges guide in Wisconsin
authored by All Voting is Local and the Brennan Center.

Notices to State Officials Regarding Retention of Election-Related Documents

American Oversight, joined by ten national and state-level partners, including All Voting is Local,
Common Cause, Fair Fight, and the League of Women Voters, sent notices to officials responsible
for ensuring free and fair elections in Georgia, Arizona, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin, urging them
to preserve election-related documents amid growing concerns over election accountability. This
effort aimed to assist partners seeking to litigate election subversion issues, ensuring that critical
evidence remained intact for future legal challenges and oversight efforts.
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Threats to Democracy Tracker

Tracking Threats to Elections Across the United States

GET STARTED

Threats to Democracy Tracker

In 2024, American Oversight developed the Threats to Democracy Tracker, a comprehensive,

interactive resource designed to support national, state, and local organizations across the country
countering election subversion during the 2024 election. This streamlined tool, informed by partner
conversations and extensive research, is bolstered by background tracking on more than 1,822
individuals, 150 organizations, and 246 sheriffs involved in the election denial movement and
highlights the actors, funders, and tactics that underpin it.

The tracker offers key insights about the movement’s efforts at the national, state, and local levels,
with a focus on hotspots like Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, and Wisconsin. Drawing from thousands of
documents obtained by American Oversight, the tracker provides advocacy groups with targeted
intelligence, empowering them to monitor external influences on election administration, hold
election deniers accountable, and safeguard free and fair elections. With additional support, we will
update the tracker to include those who are leading efforts to attack civil rights, immigrants, and
democratic institutions, including public education, as well as those with anti-democratic
connections to the Trump administration.

AMERICAN OVERSIGHT
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https://americanoversight.org/threats-to-democracy/

Anti-Democracy Playbook
Before the election, American Oversight published the 2024 Anti-Democracy Playbook, a
comprehensive analysis of eight tactics used by anti-democracy activists to suppress votes and

undermine trust in elections. The Playbook outlines how mass voter-registration challenges,
politically motivated litigation, dissemination of anti-immigrant conspiracy theories, voter
intimidation, partisan election administration, certification delays, pushes for hand counts, and state
voter fraud investigations are feeding the election denial movement and threatening our democracy.
Drawing on thousands of pages of public records, the Playbook exposed the network driving these
tactics and provided critical insight for democracy protection ahead of the 2024 election. We will
continue to update the Playbook as we uncover more information through public records requests.

Far-Right Attacks on Immigrant Communities and Voting

The myth of “non-citizen voting” gained national attention in 2024 as election deniers advanced
false, xenophobic claims of widespread illegally inflated voter rolls, pressuring officials to take
extreme measures against this nonexistent problem. Rooted in a long history of using anti-
immigrant sentiment for electoral gain, the false narrative reflected broader white nationalist ideas
such as the Great Replacement theory, which frame immigrants as an existential threat. American
Oversight worked with key partners to demonstrate how voting rights were targeted by the
weaponization of this myth — a myth that, if aided by Congress this session, will advance a key part
of the Trump administration's agenda to make it harder for eligible voters to exercise their right.
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https://americanoversight.org/resource/the-2024-anti-democracy-playbook/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/02/09/noncitizen-voter-trump-republicans-democrats/

In Arizona, we supported the Arizona Democracy Defense Coalition, working closely with
grassroots groups and voting rights experts to file rapid response requests regarding proof of
citizenship requirements that threatened to disenfranchise tens of thousands of voters across the
state, particularly impacting communities of color, students, and immigrants.
In North Carolina, our work was cited in letters from voting_rights and civil rights advocacy
organizations, including the ACLU of North Carolina, Common Cause NC, Democracy NC, Forward
Justice, Southern Coalition for Social Justice, and others, seeking to fight politicized attacks on
immigrant voters by the Election Integrity Network at polling locations across the state.
In Texas, we joined multiple letters with grassroots, civil rights, and voting rights groups,
including the ACLU of Texas, Campaign Legal Center, Lawyers’ Committee, Texas Civil Rights
Project, and others, working to combat anti-immigrant rhetoric aimed at chilling Latinx votes.
Records we obtained were cited in a letter to the Department of Justice urging_ compliance with
federal law regarding ballot secrecy in Texas election administration, a letter responding to
Attorney General Paxton’s investigation of voter-registration efforts, and an NVRA notice to the

Texas Secretary of State regarding voter purges.
We hosted a webinar with partners from America’s Voice, the Campaign Legal Center, and North

Carolina Asian Americans Together to provide resources for responding to allegations of mass
voter fraud tied to “non-citizen voting.” The panel discussion brought in more than 70 attendees,
including election administrators, and explored how anti-immigration rhetoric has been
weaponized by far-right groups seeking to sow distrust in voting ahead of the 2024 election.

5 I

OTER - -

g OF WOMEN Y C ‘ I8N )

EAGU C () r':!“...,.& -
-

L
- RN r——
w st soUTivion ober22.2024 =%
. gc&h‘“‘"s‘a St ?&j o~
ot Ve Direet, EL ,,ugl;;'o

\CAN
AV LERS‘GHT — 1al Counse 7‘;:;'3;: Brinson gy

v Caroling A,
P s 2?2;;5. State Boarg of Electipng bilg FUHWHHH
NC 2761 1-72855

SENT VIA E-MALL
tronic Mail

June 13, 24

Tamor Haght

. 3 Secton e
il Rights DVisin e Director Kareq
oM Room 8138 1 Brinson Bey and G
AW cania Avenue, | frig *eneral Coyps
50 Penosyl¥ 3 20530 i ® 10 you today i, 5 Unsel Payj ¢
A, e Wl w Ur capaey
Washington: 2 o sov pecy i Texas W voters g ; Pacity ag groqoi.. .
mar haghes wsdo) 29 sody and Ballot Secrecy Placed Participate Equally | Urganization Conce,
: recting Balot Chai® of Cus Outlined g "8 Sites acms:;;-,n ur democracy iy gy “'de with protecting
g g How thic o =5 e stage . S elect
Re: Pr and O, this gign, te Largeting § . Cuon, tg g
ol Conie, & WWEUL voter fgig o 8¢ hreateng g Lating vopere ACTE yoy
ampaign LB T ments in e ntimidatiny 5 to chill the TS, Based gp g,
Hagler, an Qversight, CHVCE e 1o develd fy ther reg -+ aly undamenga) the
Dear Ms. 1 a5, Americen snent of Jushe sent o potilys et thay the 6 rem ; al right 1g y,
o Woters of TERa5 0 the Departivs + the Depaet® abhe "ish reagg, © State Bogrg : Om North ¢y, oee
. of Women Vo o write 1 81 wepecy. We ure® all pvaital Ting Spanish < of Ej roling poy,
» LEague of - acial Justiee X allot SerTech e \\-v-.lﬂ"“ B et OIE fry N . 15,;;3-““. . o rele : i,
The o oalition 01 SOCIE B oy and bal ryimg with ederst B o preovent ¥ e 0rth Carpling and "s who arp eligiblp ® A affirmay,
Southe . L—n!\ﬂ;h:t\\ul cha m\uﬂ'\t‘f-\]- b "““:p ‘protect the sectel polls, they have the right € Voters ip thig State th, H
— Texas ehect custody. to immeg that
s assist 16 » halloh chain and heyor v mm’}’ ey
mositor, A B v bl - glection ans DEY o oy Profections. start of POrt any
ties 10T ayovembet g Voter £F M-persy
jogal authente e upcoming N¢ {ministration o7 atione | N early
Jation i e _. Election A9 S includip, Hing on g :
ik - M.mj‘.,,,,.me\_q e — i that an U%”‘Z:UH Pughlg® 4, Fo 1] Tc‘:x;bm 17, the unders
) it Move y acks : : 011 Call ustj 18N
The }'E‘d‘“’:::_‘1-‘::;!|lﬂi"f" R—— n“wun\\::‘l“?“‘h‘:" clection bright yellow signe ik ‘:“d the Norgp, roling L"’;—L’L: eived lnu:_j
fnctuding - s has €S BU0 o n adminestrat a, with ely in Spap; > YO N ma gy 1on Integripy, 1,
. gemocracy i VEUS Lo of eles penis pressOm : 15h - that any e Vs and outgjg, B am
1 the past & “'“1 :{: and d\npi'-‘““m::;t and yet et ‘\T:\:G;“! ection, e \‘:\;nu fﬁt;d with g crime --m;]r ?cm“" who vgpes in u,l- of Polling Eumuuns
Ao eSS = g s oy Gapct e S0 - prachce W S i X s S 15 g 1 g o »
doubt on clection TR0 vepentodly SO system. SINEC 5 ecessary PREEE 2 legal action 3 14, woc YEPOMation o, ,E.c.“"" Whao ig ner

AMERICAN OVERSIGHT
2024 IMPACT REPORT | 8


https://forwardjustice.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/10-22-24-FINAL-Advocacy-Letter-to-SBOE-re_-NCEIT-Signs-8.pdf
https://forwardjustice.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/10-22-24-FINAL-Advocacy-Letter-to-SBOE-re_-NCEIT-Signs-8.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DzKYyXGhEqgaK2nQcXVTSuDgwHrqlUud/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DzKYyXGhEqgaK2nQcXVTSuDgwHrqlUud/view?usp=sharing
https://americanoversight.org/featureddocument/joint-statement-in-response-to-texas-ag-announcement-of-investigation-into-supposed-noncitizen-voting/
https://campaignlegal.org/document/nvra-notice-and-records-request-texas-2024
https://campaignlegal.org/document/nvra-notice-and-records-request-texas-2024

Threats to Civil Rights
and Liberties

Fighting to Protect LGBTQ+ Rights

We worked closely with key partners dedicated to protecting LGBTQ+ civil rights, including the
ACLU and affiliates and Lambda Legal, to understand the threats facing the LGBTQ+ community
and the latest developments in states across the country.

Understanding Anti-Trans Policies in Texas’ Katy Independent School District
We partnered with the ACLU of Texas on records requests related to parental notification and

forced outing policies that would impact students and student organizations in Texas. We
recovered records demonstrating that since December 2023, there had been 23 instances of
parental notification under the forced outing policy of the Katy Independent School District. The
production contained copies of the district's parent/guardian request form for preferred student
name changes, student welfare support plans for gender identity, and parental notification forms —
documents that are informing the ACLU of Texas’ and Lambda Legal’s advocacy strategies and
understanding of the mechanisms underlying parental notification requirements.

Records Bolstering Discovery Motion in Missouri Lambda Legal Case

Lambda Legal is currently fighting Missouri’s ban on medically necessary treatments and
procedures for transgender adolescents or individuals insured through Missouri’'s Medicaid program.
We obtained records that Missouri improperly failed to disclose in the litigation, which Lambda

subsequently cited in its motion to compel discovery.

AMERICAN OVERSIGHT
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https://www.courts.mo.gov/fv/c/Motion%20to%20Compel%20Discovery.PDF?courtCode=19&di=3185107

Fighting to Protect Public Education

In 2024, American Oversight launched an investigation into the anti-democratic forces attacking
public education across multiple states, including Florida, lowa, Oklahoma, North Carolina, Virginia,
and others. American Oversight obtained and analyzed thousands of pages of public records to
shed light on efforts to politicize, censor, and dismantle public education, from early elementary
school through higher education. Our investigation has revealed the extent of the far-right
influences across the nation, culminating in our 2025 report, “The Far-Right Attack on Public
Education.” With Donald Trump back in the White House, restrictive state-level policies outlined in

our investigation are already making their way into the federal government.
-3 B n " r 3

e In Oklahoma, we unearthed records of communications — reported on by the New York Times

Magazine — that shed light on Oklahoma State Superintendent Ryan Walters’ efforts to
enshrine Christianity in the state’s public school curriculum. The records were also used to
support advocacy initiatives led by the ACLU, American Atheists, Americans United for the
Separation of Church and State, and Appleseed.

* According to records we obtained, the Virginia Department of Education proposed dozens of
revisions to the state’s African American elective history course curriculum — including
recommendations to remove references to racism and white supremacy. Multiple news outlets,
including the Washington Post, covered the records.

e Records we obtained from North Carolina demonstrated the confusion among educators about
what they could and could not say after the state passed a law barring “instruction on gender
identity, sexual activity, or sexuality” in younger grades. This information has helped inform the

on-the-ground advocacy of key partners, including the ACLU of North Carolina and the
Education Justice Alliance.
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https://americanoversight.org/wp-content/uploads/The-Far-Right-Attack-on-Public-Education.pdf
https://americanoversight.org/wp-content/uploads/The-Far-Right-Attack-on-Public-Education.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/12/magazine/religion-oklahoma-public-schools.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/12/magazine/religion-oklahoma-public-schools.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2024/06/23/virginia-african-american-history-course-proposed-revisions/

Providing Transparency in Border Enforcement and Defending Immigrant Rights
Over the years, American Oversight’s work on border and immigration issues has garnered substantial
interest from the press, congressional investigators, advocacy organizations, and other key audiences.
We've uncovered documents corroborating the account of family members who lost a loved one in
immigration custody, exposing Trump administration efforts to rig asylum interviews, exposing the
costs of Texas Gov. Greg Abbott’s border deployments, and contributing to long-term accountability
work around anti-democratic actors pushing xenophobic conspiracy theories and anti-immigrant
policies.

Shining a Light on Deaths in ICE Custody with the ACLU and Physicians for Human Rights
In collaboration with the ACLU and Physicians for Human Rights, we contributed to the publication of

"Deadly Failures: Preventable Deaths in U.S. Immigration Detention,” the most comprehensive analysis
to date of immigrant deaths in ICE custody. The report, based on over 14,000 pages of documents that
we obtained through FOIA requests, state public record requests, and years of litigation, revealed that
95% of deaths could likely have been prevented with adequate medical care. The findings, which
detailed egregious practices in ICE detention facilities, generated significant national media attention,
and prompted a Senate investigation into medical and mental health care for people in ICE custody.
The records also supported wrongful death litigation brought on behalf of surviving family members,
demonstrating the critical role public records play in advancing accountability, informing advocacy,
and supporting systemic reform. In 2025, our report was prominently featured in HBO’s “Last Week
Tonight With John Oliver.”

JUNE 21, 2024

OVERSIGHT

Deadly Failures

“.. at least 70 detained
immigrants died while
detained in its custody ...”
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https://youtube.com/clip/UgkxHFuuCIco5tOjva1LEJI150Tl7UtnbHfx?feature=shared
https://youtube.com/clip/UgkxHFuuCIco5tOjva1LEJI150Tl7UtnbHfx?feature=shared

Providing Increased Capacity to Immigrants Rights Organizations

e Building on our success in exposing costly and flawed state-led border enforcement initiatives,
American Oversight collaborated with immigrant advocates and partners to advance public
records investigations. Our legal, research, and partnerships teams presented to the national
Operation Lone Star Coalition on using public records requests as a tool for accountability in
immigration policy. Following this presentation, we hosted a meeting with interested partners,
including Human Rights Watch and the Immigrant Legal Resource Center, to gather new ideas
for investigations and requests. We also provided tailored support to partners like the Texas
Civil Rights Project, helping refine their requests and navigate agency responses.

e As a participant in Democracy 2025’s Border & Immigration cohort, convened by Democracy
Forward, we regularly share our expertise on border enforcement policies (including Title 42,
Migrant Protection Protocols, and Operation Lone Star), immigration detention, and the
intersection of extremism and anti-democracy actors. Our work is supported by collaborations
with leading organizations such as the ACLU, Physicians for Human Rights, and the Texas Civil
Rights Project, and through participation in coalitions like the Anti-Hate in the Immigration
Debate Coalition and the Immigration FOIA Coordination group. These efforts underscore our
commitment to advancing transparency, accountability, and driving systemic reform in
immigration and border policies.

e For the third year in a row, American Oversight supported the American Immigration Council
and MuckRock during a national convening on immigration and transparency that brought
together more than 100 attendees from national, state, and local organizations and media
outlets. The convening is a key opportunity for the requester community to discuss transparency
challenges across multiple federal agencies, including DHS, ICE, and CBP.

AMERICAN OVERSIGHT
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Fighting for Reproductive Rights

Since the Supreme Court’s 2022 Dobbs decision, American Oversight has investigated state funding for
anti-abortion centers called “crisis pregnancy centers.” These centers, which frequently misrepresent
themselves as medical facilities, have received more than $250 million in taxpayer funding across 12
states where abortion access has been restricted or banned, with significant increases in states like
Florida and Tennessee. Many are affiliated with right-wing organizations that promote anti-abortion
legislation and have engaged in questionable financial practices, including the misuse of federal funds.

Through public records requests in 15 states, American Oversight has sought to uncover contracts,
communications, and financial records to shed light on these practices. We've shared our findings with
advocacy partners and reporters, and published backgrounders detailing our findings and exposing

threats to reproductive rights.

In 2024, American Oversight launched an investigation into efforts by public officials and conservative
groups to curtail reproductive rights by attacking and undermining citizen-led ballot measures. Records
obtained by American Oversight from officials in Ohio and Missouri revealed conversations among
lawmakers and officials about strategies for circumventing attempts to enshrine abortion rights in state

constitutions. By exposing these discussions, American Oversight’s work helped inform advocates and
the public about the coordinated attempts to subvert democracy and restrict reproductive rights.
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Abuses of Power

American Oversight’s mission is to protect democracy by confronting abuses of executive power that
erode public trust, empower extremist agendas, and evade accountability. In 2024, our research
focused on uncovering patterns of abuse, particularly among those advancing anti-democratic
agendas, while our legal team leveraged innovative public records strategies to expose and prevent
governmental overreach.

Following Lawsuit, Gaetz Withdraws from AG Consideration

President-elect Trump’s announcement that he would nominate Rep. Matt Gaetz to lead the U.S.
Justice Department sparked significant backlash, in large part because of serious criminal allegations
regarding his past conduct, including allegations of sex trafficking of a minor. In November, we sued
the FBI for records from the agency’s investigation into allegations against Gaetz. Shortly thereafter,

Gaetz withdrew his name from consideration.

Fighting for the Rule of Law and the Ability to Hold Presidents Accountable

In late December 2023, we filed an amicus brief in Trump’s appeal of an earlier ruling holding that he
was not immune from prosecution in his federal election interference case. Our brief presented the
compelling argument that the D.C. Circuit Court did not have jurisdiction to hear the appeal — and if
accepted, would have sent the case back to the trial court — and was the first matter considered and
cited by the court during oral argument in January. While the appellate court found Trump did not
have immunity from criminal prosecution, the Supreme Court partially agreed with Trump’s claims,
effectively granting him immunity by further delaying the case. The case was dropped after Trump
won re-election.
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Holding Michael Gableman Accountable

In November, the Wisconsin Office of Lawyer Regulation filed a disciplinary complaint against Michael

Gableman, the former state Supreme Court justice who led the Wisconsin Assembly’s partisan and
baseless inquiry into the 2020 presidential election. The complaint outlines Gableman’s outrageous
misconduct and his failures to comply with state public records laws during the course of American
Oversight’s litigation, which thoroughly discredited the audit. In 2025, American Oversight received the

Wisconsin Freedom of Information Council’s Citizen Openness Advocate award for our work prying
records from the inquiry.

Exposing the Far-Right Constitutional Sheriffs Movement

We continued to investigate the far-right constitutional sheriffs movement — the movement based on
a fringe theory that sheriffs have more law enforcement power in their home counties than any other
government body or individual — and its followers’ close connections with prominent election deniers.
In addition to our litigation against Pinal County Sheriff Mark Lamb, which led to the release of
relevant records and a favorable settlement, we also continued to uncover records from Sheriff Dar
Leaf in Michigan, who frequently communicated with anti-democracy activists. Ahead of the 2024
election, we partnered with organizations monitoring sheriffs likely to support election subversion or
election denial activities, and shared our records with key grassroots organizations leading election
protection efforts on the ground.

Investigating the Arlington National Cemetery Incident

American Oversight’s work to uncover the truth behind an alleged August incident involving the
Trump campaign at Arlington National Cemetery exemplifies our commitment to transparency and
accountability. Following reports campaign staff had violated federal law by attempting to film in a
section of the cemetery reserved for recent U.S. casualties, we requested the Army’s report on the
incident, ultimately suing and seeking expedited release of the records.

A judge granted our request, recognizing the
compelling public interest ahead of the election.
The released report, though heavily redacted,
confirmed the existence of an ongoing federal law
enforcement investigation and documented a
physical confrontation classified as simple assault.

The alleged incident reflected Trump’s broader

patterns of politicizing the military and violating
ethical boundaries. American Oversight is
continuing to pursue unredacted information to
ensure the public learns the full story.
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Erosion of Government
Transparency

Fighting in Court to Affirm the Public’s Right to Government Records
In 2024, American Oversight took legal action in states across the country where officials were
undermining access to public records.

e We sued Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis’ office for its pattern or practice of unlawfully delaying the
release of public records, after several requests for communications and calendars went
unanswered.

e American Oversight continued long-running litigation against Texas Gov. Greg Abbott and
Attorney General Ken Paxton, seeking communications with pro-gun advocacy groups and
communications from the days surrounding the Jan. 6 insurrection, when Paxton spoke at the
“Stop the Steal” rally. The case is now before the Texas Supreme Court, which is considering the
government’s dangerous argument that the court has no role in ensuring the governor’s
compliance with the Texas Public Information Act.

* |n May, a federal appeals court ruled in favor of American Oversight in our 2017 lawsuit seeking
communications between Trump administration officials and members of Congress or staff about
efforts to repeal the Affordable Care Act. The ruling made clear that government agencies cannot
use the “consultant corollary” doctrine to evade public disclosure when the supposed consultants
have their own interests in the outcome of agency decisions. Although the Department of Health
and Human Services and the Office of Management and Budget agree that the remaining records

must be produced, the House Committee on Ways and Means continues to delay the case.
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Deputy Executive Director Appointed to FOIA Advisory Committee

In August, the Archivist of the United States appointed American Oversight Deputy Executive
Director Liz Hempowicz to the National Archives and Records Administration’s 2024-2026 FOIA
Advisory Committee. This marks the first time American Oversight has held a seat on this key
committee, which advises on improvements to the FOIA process. Hempowicz's appointment

highlights our deep commitment to advancing accountability and access to public information,
ensuring the requester community’s voice is represented at the highest levels.
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Congressional Engagement

Exposing the Network Behind Project 2025

American Oversight’s public records request to George Mason University uncovered emails revealing
potential connections between faculty and Project 2025. The findings, highlighted by then-House
Oversight Committee Ranking Member Jamie Raskin during a hearing in September, underscored

Project 2025’s close ties to conservative academic circles, and the investigation provided critical
insight into how powerful far-right political agendas have been developed and advanced.

Congressional Inspiration from Ranking Member Jamie Raskin

Ranking Member Raskin — a fierce defender of democracy — joined American Oversight staff at our
2024 staff retreat to discuss the importance of pushing back against the grave threat of rising
authoritarianism.
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